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March 11, 2019 Board of Aldermen Meeting Minutes 

TOWN OF LONG VIEW 
BOARD OF ALDERMEN MEETING 
MARCH 11, 2019  
 
The Town of Long View Board of Aldermen met on Monday, March 11, 2019 at 7:30 p.m. in the Town Council 
Chambers of the Government Center in Long View, North Carolina. 
  
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:  The following members of the Board were present: Mayor Marla G. 
Thompson, Mayor Pro Tem/ Alderman Randall Mays, Alderman David Elder, Alderman Gary Lingerfelt, and 
Alderman Thurman VanHorn.  
 
BOARD MEMBER NOT PRESENT:  The following member of the Board was not present:  Alderman Dallas 
Tester. 
 
STAFF PRESENT:  The following members of staff were present:  Town Administrator David Draughn, Town 
Clerk Stephanie Watson, Town Attorney Jimmy Summerlin, Jr., Town Planner Charles Mullis, Public Works 
Director Chris Eckard, Fire Chief James Brinkley, Police Chief Michael Winters, Major Justin Roberts, and 
Deputy Fire Chief Garrett Huffman. 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: The following people were present:  Kerri Poteat and Chuck Moseley of VIDEC, Billy Rice, 
Steve Ward, and Phyllis Pennington. 
 
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER:  Mayor Marla Thompson called the meeting to order and Alderman Gary 
Lingerfelt gave the invocation. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Mayor Marla Thompson asked for approval of the minutes. 
 
Motion was made by Alderman Randall Mays, seconded by Alderman Thurman VanHorn to approve the 
February 11, 2019 Regular Meeting Minutes and February 11, 2019 Closed Session Minutes.  The vote to 
approve was unanimous. 
 

AYES:   Mayor Pro Tem / Alderman Randall Mays 
Alderman David Elder 

  Alderman Gary Lingerfelt 
  Alderman Thurman VanHorn  
NOES:   None 
NOT PRESENT: Alderman Dallas Tester 

 
VEDIC PRESENTATION – CHUCK MOSELEY AND KERRI POTEAT, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF VEDIC 
Town Administrator David Draughn stated that Kerri Poteat and Chuck Moseley were present to discuss the 
growing program: Valdese Economic Development Investment Corporation (VEDIC).   VEDIC is a small 
business loan program that was organized in Valdese and they plan to continue to expand in order to help 
other communities.  This will be something that will be discussed during the upcoming budget retreat. 
 
Ms. Kerri Poteat addressed the Board and thanked them for the opportunity to meet with them.   
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The VEDIC office is located at Valdese Town Hall.  

 

VEDIC Goals and Objectives:  

• Job creation and retention 
• Increase economic opportunity 
• Strengthen the business sector by providing access to capital for small businesses that cannot 

qualify for bank loans 
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o Being in the banking industry previously, if you don’t have at least two years of returns, 
you are not able to get a business loan.  VEDIC will step in and help with the lending 
process. 

• Create partnerships with local commercial banks and other private sector lenders and investors 

 

VEDIC Loan Programs: 

• Valdese Revolving Loan Program ($125,000 initial grant) 
• Burke Business Loan Program ($250,000 initial grant) 
• Intermediary Relending Program (IRP) * 
• Rural Micro Entrepreneur Assistance Program (RMAP) * 
• Rural Business Enterprise Grant (RBEG) * 

 
* Indicates USDA funding source 

 

They are technically authorized to service any area in North Carolina as long as the population is 50,000 or 
less. Counties of focus: Burke, Caldwell, Catawba, Iredell, McDowell, and Rutherford. 
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VEDIC requires a loan denial from a bank to show that they are not in competition from other banks.  After 
the loan denial is obtained, VEDIC will meet with the client and let them know that VEDIC requires a 
business plan.  A lot of times, individuals will not make it through the Business Plan because it is an in-
depth process.  VEDIC does partner with small business centers depending on the county and they help 
with the business plan to make sure that they are making the right projections and to make sure they are 
on track.   

Once that is completed, Ms. Poteat will help them with the application process so that their packet is in 
the best shape before it goes before the Loan Review Committee.  

The Loan Review Committee is a volunteer committee.  They basically underwrite that loan.  Once they 
have a recommendation to have the loan approved, then it is taken to the VEDIC Board of Directors and 
the Board of Directors officially make an approval or denial of the loan.   

There is an attorney in Valdese that does the official closing of all loans.   

 

This past year (7/1/2017 – 6/30/2018), VEDIC funded 13 loans for a total of $1,138,250.  
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This year (7/1/2018 – Current), VEDIC has funded 7 loans for a totaled of $772,469.00. 

 

VEDIC has done a total of 98 loans.  Total Loan Production is $5,355,860.81. 

 

Because VEDIC is taking a risk, the Default Rate is at 7.2% or seven loans out of 98.  Two of those loans 
required payback to USDA.  All of those other loans were made with grant funds and did not have to be 
paid back.     
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Of the 98 loans, 73 were made within Burke County.   

 

VEDIC has done a total of 36 loans to minorities with Total Loan Production being $2,019,809.64. 

 

Total jobs created and/or retained equaled 610.  Chuck Moseley, VEDIC’s technical assistance, tracks this 
and takes care of all of the reporting to USDA.  Some of the loans may be only for 2 or 3 employees, so 
having 610 jobs is pretty exciting.   
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This past May, VEDIC was recognized in the Golden Leaf Newsletter by their president as one of the most 
successful local small business lending programs through the Town of Valdese.   

 

The original grant fund for the Golden Leaf Loan Fund was $250,000.  Since then, it has revolved to reflect 
$616,981.46 in new loan dollars.  All of that went to Burke County recipients.     
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Ms. Poteat spoke briefly about VEDIC’s Board of Directors and stated they are wonderful individuals that 
give of their time and talent.  She hoped that VEDIC could have Long View as a partnership/Board Member 
as well.  

 

2018-2019 Contributors: Burke County, Town of Valdese, City of Morganton, Town of Connelly Springs, 
Town of Drexel, Town of Glen Alpine, Town of Hidebran, Town of Rhodhiss, Town of Rutherford College, Z. 
Smith Reynolds Grant, and USDA RMAP Technical Assistance Grant.  Long View is the only one missing 
from the partnership in Burke County and VEDIC would like to extend that partnership with Long View.   

 

Ms. Poteat asked if there were any questions. 

Alderman Randall Mays stated that when he looked at the slide on service area, it said it served rural areas 
outside a city or a town.   

Chuck Moseley explained that in this situation, a rural area is any area that is less than 50,000 as identified 
by the USDA.  VEDIC could not go into Charlotte as their population is too large.  Loans could be made in 
Hickory because they fall below that threshold.  

When asked by Mr. Draughn to explain the joining process, Ms. Poteat stated that the request to have Long 
View join has already been presented to VEDIC’s Board of Directors.  VEDIC would ask that the Board of 
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Aldermen appoint a member to represent the Town of Long View on VEDIC’s Board of Directors.  VEDIC is 
not asking for any funding at this time but to come and learn about what VEDIC does.   

Mr. Draughn stated that at that time the Town could advertise to local businesses in Town. 

Ms. Poteat stated that they have business packets that can be left at the municipality to give out to new 
businesses.  It could also be posted on the Town’s website.  The Town’s administrative staff could give out 
the packets and then the business could contact VEDIC. 

When Alderman Mays asked if it was strictly for startup businesses or existing businesses, Ms. Poteat 
stated that it could be for any new business or any business that is looking to expand but can’t get their 
dollars approved through their bank.     

Mr. Moseley stated that there have been businesses helped that have been in business for quite a few 
years.   

Mayor Thompson thanked Ms. Poteat and Mr. Moseley for coming and stated that the Board of Aldermen 
would review the proposal during the upcoming Budget Retreat. 

CALL FOR A PUBLIC HEARING ON MONDAY, APRIL 8, 2019 TO DISCUSS A REQUEST TO REZONE THE 
PROPERTIES AT 1220 19TH STREET SW AND THE VACANT PROPERTY TO ITS IMMEDIATE SOUTH (CATAWBA 
COUNTY PIN 2792-14-44-5035) – TOWN PLANNER CHARLES MULLIS 
The Town of Long View Planning Department received an Application for Rezoning from Ashley Huffman of 
Bash Investments, LLC to rezone the property at 1220 19th Street SW and the vacant property to its 
immediate South identified by Catawba County PIN 2792-14-44-5035.  The proposal is to rezone the 
properties from the R-3 (Residential) Zoning District to the ED (Economic Development Zoning District).  The 
Town of Long View Planning Board will have a recommendation on this potential rezoning to the Board of 
Aldermen next month. 
 
Motion was made by Alderman David Elder, seconded by Alderman Thurman VanHorn to call for a public 
hearing during the regularly scheduled Board of Aldermen Meeting on Monday, April 8, 2019 in order to 
receive public input concerning the proposed rezoning of the properties at 1220 19th Street SW and the 
vacant property to its immediate South (Catawba County PIN 2792-14-44-5035).  The vote to approve was 
unanimous. 
 

AYES:   Mayor Pro Tem / Alderman Randall Mays 
Alderman David Elder 

  Alderman Gary Lingerfelt 
  Alderman Thurman VanHorn  
NOES:   None 
NOT PRESENT: Alderman Dallas Tester 

 

FINANCE REPORT – TOWN ADMINISTRATOR DAVID DRAUGHN 
Finance Report 
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General Fund 

Town Administrator David Draughn informed the Board that with 67% of the Budget Year 
complete as of February 28, 2019, revenues in the General Fund totaled $3,246,160.81.  

Expenditures totaled $2,580,795.29. 

Revenues exceeded expenditures by $665,365.52.   

The Town has received most of its projected revenue for the year. 

Utility Fund 

In the Utility Fund, revenues totaled $1,334,425.64. 

Expenditures totaled $1,236,851.22. 

Revenues exceeded expenditures by $97,574.42. 

This is with the strain the Town has had this year on the sewer bills to Hickory because of 
our Infiltration/Inflow issues due to rain.  The Town has had over 40 inches of rain since 
October.  Mr. Eckard has been battling the Infiltration/Inflow issues that were discovered.  
The Town’s bills have been high but the Town is still in pretty good shape in spite of that.  
This will be talked about more during the retreat.   

Mr. Draughn wished to thank Public Works Director Chris Eckard and his department for 
really working hard to find and fix the problems.  The North side of Town (North of 2nd 
Ave) is where the Town is having the biggest problem and this is due to underground 
springs.  He went on to explain where they have found other issues and fixed them.  He 
said that rehab of some of these areas would be a topic for discussion during the 
upcoming Budget Retreat. 

Alderman Randall Mays stated that he wished Mr. Cozart was present so that he could recognize 
him.  Whatever Mr. Cozart has done with the Town’s money, the Town’s investment earnings have 
tripled and it is not even the end of the year yet.   
 
Mr. Draughn stated that everything but the Town’s operating account has been put into the Capital 
Management Trust in Raleigh.  The Town is getting a decent return for a change.  There is 
approximately $2.5 million in that Capital Management Trust.   
 
Alderman Mays stated that Mr. Cozart has done well in searching that out for the Town.   
 
Audit Contract 
Town Administrator David Draughn presented to the Board next year’s Audit Contract from 
Lowdermilk Church & Co., LLP.  This is the third year of the three-year contract.  The Town still has 
to approve the contract every year.  The contract amount for the next audit is $13,950.   
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Alderman Mays stated that this audit firm has done really well in comparison to past audit firms 
that the Town has had.  They are timely compared to the past.   

Alderman David Elder asked what the Town paid them last year.   

Mr. Draughn stated that he believed it was approximately $12,500 last year, so it has gone up a 
little bit.   

Alderman Mays stated that it seems to him that they should negotiate with the Town a little bit 
instead of going up.  The Town, in working with them, has made it easier for them to do their job.  
It has also made it easier for the financial staff here to do theirs.   

Mr. Draughn stated that this amount is a little bit lower than last year because of the CDBG.  The 
CDBG that the Town had this year, required a second audit from the State.  It won’t need to be 
done next year.  

Alderman Mays stated that he felt that they have done a good job and the Town’s staff has not had 
a problem with them like other firms in the past. 

Motion was made by Alderman Randall Mays, seconded by Alderman David Elder to approve the 
Audit Contract.  The vote to approve was unanimous. 

AYES:   Mayor Pro Tem / Alderman Randall Mays 
Alderman David Elder 

  Alderman Gary Lingerfelt 
  Alderman Thurman VanHorn  
NOES:   None 
NOT PRESENT: Alderman Dallas Tester 
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ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT – TOWN ADMINISTRATOR DAVID DRAUGHN 

Festival Discussion 

Mayor Thompson stated that during last month’s meeting, a proposal was made to end the festival 
but keep the money budgeted for the festival to be used on updates for the Town.  She asked that 
the Board make a decision. 

Alderman Mays stated that it was too late to be preparing for a May festival at this time. 

Mayor Thompson stated that it would be too late unless the festival was held later in the year.   

Alderman Mays stated that his concern was that they are talking about later in the year.  The Town 
has money budgeted for this year’s budget and this fiscal year ends June 30th.  He did not know 
what would be done for next year as far as money.   

Mayor Thompson stated that if the Board decides not to do the festival, then each year after that, 
money would go toward town updates.   

Alderman Lingerfelt stated that they had previously discussed not taking it out of the budget.  It 
could be used for improvements to the Town.  Let people see more. 

Alderman VanHorn stated that the money would be more well spent doing it that way because it is 
more tangible.  It is something the Town sees.   

Mr. Draughn stated that if the Board agrees to do that, the committee could meet, possibly add 
another member, and come back to the Board with a recommendation on what to use those funds 
for. 

Alderman Mays stated that if the Town was not going to do the festival, he would like to see the 
funds that were budgeted for this year be used.  Since the festival is out for this year, he suggested 
utilizing that money to buy a digital sign to be placed out in front of Town Hall.  There are a lot of 
people asking when meetings are or what the Town’s hours are.  An electronic message board 
would be a tremendous asset to the whole town.  It would be for everybody.  The Town has very 
nice signage in front of Town hall but it needs to be retrofitted with a message board so the Town 
can identify with the citizens.  It can show: events, hours of operation, emergency contacts, etc. 

Mayor Thompson stated that the Town could get pricing on it. 

Alderman VanHorn stated that having new signage in front of Town Hall is a great idea and no 
matter what, it should be a discussion at the upcoming Budget Retreat.  He thought it was a good 
idea to invite another Alderman or someone off of the Planning Board to join the committee.   

There was some discussion about how many members of the Board of Aldermen can be on the 
committee and general meeting laws.   

Alderman VanHorn said that the committee could become a beautification committee that would 
be responsible for coming up with ideas and ways to use that budgeted money going forward.  
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Motion was made by Alderman Thurman VanHorn, seconded by Alderman Gary Lingerfelt to keep 
the funds allotted for the May Days Festival but use those funds instead for various beautification 
projects/improvements throughout the Town.  This would be ongoing moving forward.  The vote 
to approve was unanimous. 

AYES:   Mayor Pro Tem / Alderman Randall Mays 
Alderman David Elder 

  Alderman Gary Lingerfelt 
  Alderman Thurman VanHorn  
NOES:   None 
NOT PRESENT: Alderman Dallas Tester 

 

ISO Rating 

Town Administrator David Draughn informed the Board that he had received information from the 
North Carolina Department of Insurance regarding the Town’s ISO rating.  An ISO rating is a fire 
protection class rating.  The Department of Insurance assesses readiness of local fire departments.  
Long View’s Fire Department had this ISO inspection in November and the results were wonderful 
for the Town.  The Town went from a combined 4 (in Town)/9S (in the rural district) rating to a 
straight Class 3 Rating.  That puts the Long View Fire Department in the top 8% of fire departments 
in the State.  Out of 1237 fire departments, less than 100 are rated as a Class 3.   

During the inspection, they examined everything in the department: communication systems, 
facilities, effectiveness, the department itself, training, response time, care of equipment, 
community activities, fire safety education programs, and fire investigation procedures.  This is a 
credit to our department.  Chief Brinkley took this on as a goal to reduce the Town’s fire insurance 
rating.  The low rating will help local businesses by lowering their fire insurance costs.  The Town 
will also use this as a tool when speaking with the county about the Town’s fire tax.  This is a very 
good thing.  He stated that he had worked in numerous towns but he had never worked in a town 
that had a Class 3 rating until now.   

When asked by Alderman Mays what transpired that brought the rural from a Class 9S to a Class 3, 
Chief Brinkley replied that there were several different things.  A Class 9S basically means that you 
have some form of fire protection.  One of the things they looked for is the ability to move water 
out into a rural area to put out a fire.  Right now, the department has to do a hydrant to do a water 
supply or drop tanks.  Before, the department did not carry drop tanks on any apparatuses.    Drop 
tanks were added.  The department then performed a water haul and showed that there are 
mutual aid departments that are coming in and they can form this quick on dispatch.     

Mr. Draughn stated that the department does that water haul in front of them with other 
departments helping.   
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Chief Brinkley stated that Mr. Draughn is correct and while they are observing during the 
inspection, they time the department moving water.  That is what reduced the rating.  That is a 
homerun for the rural area.  There is a lot of undeveloped land out there and businesses will look 
at those ratings to see what fire protection they will have. 
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Election Information 

Town Administrator David Draughn informed the Board that he had included in their agenda, this 
year’s election calendar for their review. 
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OneH2 Information 

Town Administrator David Draughn stated that the enclosed are printouts about OneH2.  The 
company is getting a lot of press.  The articles talk about what they are, what they do and what 
grants they are getting.  The Town helped them get one of the grants.   
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OTHER BUSINESS 

There was no other business. 

CLOSED SESSION TO DISCUSS A LEGAL MATTER 
Motion was made by Alderman Randall Mays, seconded by Aldermen Thurman VanHorn to go into a 
closed session at 8:04 p.m. to discuss a property sale. The vote to approve was unanimous. 
 

AYES:   Mayor Pro Tem / Alderman Randall Mays 
Alderman David Elder 

  Alderman Gary Lingerfelt 
  Alderman Thurman VanHorn  
NOES:   None 
NOT PRESENT: Alderman Dallas Tester 

 
Motion was made by Alderman Randall Mays, seconded by Alderman Thurman VanHorn to adjourn the 
closed session and return to the regular meeting at 8:19 p.m.  The vote to approve was unanimous. 

 
AYES:   Mayor Pro Tem / Alderman Randall Mays 

Alderman David Elder 
  Alderman Gary Lingerfelt 
  Alderman Thurman VanHorn  
NOES:   None 
NOT PRESENT: Alderman Dallas Tester 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Comments by Alderman Thurman VanHorn 
Alderman VanHorn stated that he would like to give praise to the Fire Department for a getting a 
good rating.  That is something the Chief and the Fire Department as a whole has worked on.  That 
is something to hang your hat on.  He hoped for continued improvement from the Fire Department. 
 
Comments by Alderman David Elder 
Alderman Elder stated that he agreed with Alderman VanHorn.  He did not know about the coverage 
the Town had before but he is learning a lot and he can see where that is a win/win because of the 
rating the Town gets and for people who are trying to get fire insurance for those properties.  Their 
premiums are going to be lower.  Good job.   
 
Alderman Elder thanked the Fire Department and the Police Chief for helping his wife with a phone 
scam issue.  They rescued her.   
 
Comments by Alderman Randall Mays 
Alderman Mays stated that there has been a previous issue with the Department of Transportation 
(DOT) not taking care of the water runoff into ditches on 19th St/13th Ave.  They never have done 
anything.  Now the culvert on the upper side of the Four Seasons Air Conditioning property is 
stopped up.  With as much rain as we have recently had, there is accumulation that is running across 
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the street.  There can be up to three inches of water coming over the street and it is right as you 
reach the curve in the street.  The local DOT administrator has changed.  That area is extremely bad. 
 
Alderman Lingerfelt stated that the culvert has been stopped up since he first started with the Town.  
Their water meter is off to the side and every time it rains, it covers up that meter.   
 
Alderman Mays stated that the Town has even talked to the local state representative and was 
promised a fix. 
 
Mr. Draughn stated that Public Works Director Chris Eckard now knows the new district engineer.  
He can talk to him.  DOT also has a new website where you can report things.  That seems to get 
more attention because requests through that site go through Raleigh and they are held accountable 
for it.    
 
Comments by Alderman Gary Lingerfelt 
Alderman Lingerfelt stated that it was a very good meeting.  He appreciated the Fire Department’s 
work toward helping to get that rating.  That does help with insurance.  He also thanked the Police 
Department as if there is anything he needs, they take care of it.   
 
Comments by Mayor Marla Thompson 
Mayor Marla Thompson stated that she would like to thank all of the departments for their work.  
They do a great job and the Board appreciates everything they do.   

 
There being no further business, motion was made by Alderman Thurman VanHorn, seconded by Alderman 
David Elder to adjourn the meeting at 8:22 p.m.  The vote to approve was unanimous. 
 

AYES:   Mayor Pro Tem / Alderman Randall Mays 
Alderman David Elder 

  Alderman Gary Lingerfelt 
  Alderman Thurman VanHorn  
NOES:   None 
NOT PRESENT: Alderman Dallas Tester 

 
 
 
 
_________________________________      ___________________________________ 
Stephanie C. Watson     Marla G. Thompson  
Town Clerk, CMC, NCCMC    Mayor  
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